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WARWICK TOWNSHIP

Board of Supervisors’ Public Meeting Minutes

FEBRUARY 6, 2006

Members Present:
Judith A. Algeo, Chair







Edward P. Thompson, Vice Chairman






Bert Parrish, Member

Others Present:

Gail Weniger, Township Manager




Dave Connell, P.E., Township Engineer




Mary Eberle, Esq., Township Solicitor





Tom Scott, Assistant Manager




Linda Grant, Recording Secretary

(
CALL TO ORDER:
The Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’ February 6, 2006, public meeting, held at Warwick Township Administration Office, 1733 Township Greene, Jamison, PA., was called to order at 7:00 p.m., by Judith Algeo, Chair, who then led attendees in the pledge of allegiance.

· APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

January 17, 2006
Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve the Board of Supervisors’ public meeting minutes for January 17, 2006, as submitted.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

· EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Chair Judith Algeo announced that the Board of Supervisors’ had met in executive session prior to this evening’s meeting to discuss matters of personnel.

· ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Gail Weniger, Township Manager, announced that the Township Administrative Offices will be closed on Monday, February 20th for the Presidents Day holiday.  We also received notice from Comcast that the Township Information Cable Channel will move from channel 23 to channel 22 sometime in March.  
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· CITIZENS’ COMMENT:  
(      Ronald Trachtenberg, Heritage Creek, voiced concerns regarding cars cutting through Heritage Creek and speeding.  Mr. Trachtenberg said the residents of Heritage Creek were surveyed regarding the speeding cars and asked about traffic calming, such as stop signs, speed bumps, speed bumps, etc.  Mr. Trachtenberg would like the Township to take corrective action for this problem.  


Chair Algeo said that this will be brought to the attention of the police department.

· MANAGER’S REPORT:

2002 Bond Re-Finance – FAC Recommendation (exhibit)


Dick Carlin, Financial Advisory Committee, introduced Gordon Walker of PFM, Inc. to discuss refinancing the 2002 bond.  Mr. Walker distributed a revised refunding analysis, dated February 6, 2006, for the 2002 bonds and summarized the information.  Ms. Algeo questioned  how much will be saved over the life of the loan, and why we would do this if it is going to cost almost as much as we will save.  Mr. Walker said the township would save $106,000 over the life of the loan, and noted that all costs of refinancing, estimated at $89,000, have already been taken out.  Mr. Walker said the township could wait, but the interest might be higher.  Ms. Eberle asked how to be sure of 3.1% savings.  Mr. Walker said that a day or two before we go to market, he would call the township manager and we could delay the sale or take a slightly lower number.   It was noted during this discussion that the amount being refinanced is $3,490.000.    

Motion by Mr. Thompson for Warwick Township to engage PFM, Inc., to undertake a refunding transaction as described in the refunding analysis, dated February 6, 2006, noting that at the date of sale, the savings is to represent 3%  or more savings, as discussed this evening.  

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to authorize the township manager to hire Saul Ewing as bond counsel.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


2006 Roadway Program (exhibit)


Ms. Weniger notes this matter is before the Board a second time due to the fact that the cost of materials, especially fuel, have risen so much and the original estimates for the work are under what the cost will be in today’s market.  We have pared the list down to what we can work with in the budget restriction.  Some of the work will be done in-house and some of the work will be taken off the list completely and deferred to the 2007 budget.  It is noted the actual amount is still over by approximately $40,000.
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Ms. Weniger explained described work changes as follows:

· Brook Lane and Sunrise Way is the second part of a two year project.  We 



changed from a full width milling of the road to a curb-line milling and 


took some of the patching of the roadway to be done in-house.

· Lower Meetinghouse Roads was deferred to 2007.

· Old York Road is deferred to 2007.

· Mill Road is deferred to 2007, the patchwork and prep work has already been



done.

· Walton Road is deferred to 2007.

· Sycamore Road was removed from the 2006 project and will possibly be on the



2007 project.

· Orchard Valley Farms will exclude the above listed roadway.

· Valley Road will be done

· Country Hunt, we will just do curb replacement with patch and seal done in-


house.


Ms. Weniger notes we won’t know the actual amounts until we receive bids.  


Grant Award Announcements (no exhibit)


Ms. Weniger announced the following grants:

· Warwick Township has received $1,840 from Council on the Arts for the summer


concert.

· The Township has received a check for $3,500 from Huntingdon Valley Bank as


the main sponsor for the concert in the park.

· Warwick has also received $5,000 from the Home Builders Association to replace


the trees in Dark Hollow Park that had died. 

 
Accept Resignation from a Parks and Recreation Board member

Ms. Weniger reported that Jodi Hursh has had some personal things to attend to and cannot commit the time needed for the Parks and Recreation Board member position.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to accept the resignation of Jodi Hursh from the Parks and Recreation Board.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Request from Red Cross (no exhibit)

Ms. Weniger reported that she has received a request from the American Red Cross for local government to fly their flag on our flagpole with the American flag for the month of March which is Red Cross Month.  


Mr. Parrish and Mr. Thompson said they have no problem with this request.
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
Bill Payments – February 6, 2006 (exhibit)
	General Fund

check No. 12032 – 12114
	$       172,003.37



	Highway Aid Fund

NONE 
	$                0.00                 

	Parks & Recreation Fund

check No. 3462 – 3478
	$          4,575.76

	
	

	
	

	Capital Projects Fund

check No. 878 – 881
	$        22,479.50

	Firehouse & Equipment Fund

check No. 198


	$       10,122.00                  

	TOTAL
	$    209,122.00

	
	


Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Bill Payments for February 6, 2006, subject to audit.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Treasurer’s Report – December 2005 (exhibit)

	  General Fund
	    $    3,318,470

	  Firehouse and Equipment
	663,961

	  Road Machinery Fund
	153,973

	  General Obligation / Sinking Fund
	281,882

	  Open Space Fund
	33,313

	  Capital Projects Fund
	1,126,170

	  Highway Aid Fund                                              
	22,625

	  Park and Recreation
	421,452

	  Capital Reserve
	557,055









Total
            $6,578,901
Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Treasurer’s Report for December 2005, as prepared by Rose Christie, Finance Director, subject to audit.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.
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
Warrington Soccer Club (no exhibit)

Ms. Wenger noted that the Warrington Soccer Club is celebrating their 20th anniversary.  Ms. Weniger asked the Board of Supervisors to give the Warrington Soccer Club a certificate of appreciation for their years of service to the Community.

(
ASSISTANT MANAGER’S REPORT:

Retain Rights-Of-Way – Resolution No. 2006-13 (exhibit)


Tom Scott, assistant manager, presented this resolution as recommended by the attorney representing the Bucks County consortium, to enter into an agreement with Verizon for installation of cable television service through their fiber optic network upgrade.  This resolution expresses that the negotiations of franchise agreements are best left to municipalities and not the federal government.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Resolution  No. 2006-13, advocating the retention of local control of the Township rights-of-way. 

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

(
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 


Pohle – Amendment to Development Agreement (exhibit)


Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, presented an amendment to the Pohle land development agreement, explaining applicant’s request for a change in his agreement, which allows him to get his occupancy permit before the Mearns Road highway occupancy permit had been obtained.  The Board had agreed to that and the amendment is before the Board this evening.  

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve the amended Pohle Land Development Agreement, dated January 14, 2006.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Moser Zoning Hearing Board Matter (no exhibit)


Ms. Eberle explained that this is an application to build a house on a lot that is in a subdivision, the plan has been recorded, but the improvements have not been constructed.  Ms. Eberle also reported that the Zoning Hearing Board has expressed some frustration with having to deal with these application, and Ms. Eberle suggested that the Board of Supervisors ask these
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particular applicants to appear before the Board of Supervisors before they meet with the Zoning Hearing Board to try to work things out to what extent they will need to improve the property.   Ms. Weniger notes this is really the same issue as listed on the agenda under new business.

Mr. Thompson has no problem with the recommendation.  Mr. Parrish asked if they will be required to give a presentation.  Ms. Eberle said that this would let the applicant know if the Board would come to the Zoning Hearing Board in opposition to their application.

(
ENGINEER’S REPORT:


Stop ‘N Stor – Final Inspection Punchlist (exhibit)

Dave Connell, Township Engineer, reminds this a mini warehouse along Mearns Road, and is requesting Board of Supervisor approval.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve the final punchlist for Stop ‘N Stor land development dated, February 3, 2006, as presented by the Township Engineer.  

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Warwick Business Campus Lots 24 and 25 (Pohle), Final Inspection Punchlist (exhibit)

Mr. Connell presented the final inspection punchlist for the above matter, for Board of Supervisor Approval.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Warwick Business Campus Lots 24 and 25 (Pohle), Final Inspection Punchlist, dated January 26, 2006, as presented by the Township Engineer.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


NPDES Update (no exhibit)

Dave Connell, Township Engineer, reported on the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System, which is a storm water program put into place approximately three years ago and is federally mandated and managed by the State Department Environmental Protection.


Mr. Connell said one of the requirements of the Township is to have certain public participation, which is essentially what we are doing now.  This is the third year of the program and there are certain minimum control measures (MCM).  


MCM #1 – public education and outreach.  Mr. Connell files a report to DEP each year and will be reporting that Warwick Township has met MCM #1, public education and out-reach because there are articles in the newsletter, the Township has pamphlets given out with building permits and there is a link to the state’s website on the Township website.
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MCM #2, public involvement and participation is what we are doing right now, talking about the program at a public meeting.  Residents are also updated with the Township newsletter.


MCM #3, is an elicit discharge detection and elimination system.  Two years ago at the beginning of this program, the Township was required to prepare an outfall map  which shows where all the storm sewers in the Township discharge to public waterways.  It is required, each year, to take one quarter of those discharges and inspect them during dry weather periods.  If water is seen coming from the outfalls, it can be assumed there is something unusual going on there.  Last year, Warwick Township inspected all of these things and in August 2005, 64 outfalls were inspected and found dry weather flows in four of those outfalls.  At that point a water sample was tested for pollutants and all four of the samples were clean.


MSM #4, construction stormwater runoff management, erosion and sedimentation control plans.  Mr. Connell explained that this is continuing.  


MCM #5, is similar to post construction stormwater runoff management.  It is essentially not, when the Board approves plans, it is not only approved for runoff control during construction, but also a plan which gets recorded with the record plan as to how to operate and maintain these devices over the years.  


MCM #6, pollution prevention and good housekeeping for municipal operations and maintenance.  We have inspected all municipal owned stormwater facilities and find them to be appropriate and we are educating the road master and public works director, who will be attending a seminar shortly, as to stormwater runoff.


Mr. Connell will copy the Township with the report he will be submitting to the DEP, as required.  


Wilkinson Road Bridge Culvert (exhibit)

Dave Connell, Township Engineer, presented a report and analysis on the Wilkinson Road Bridge Culvert, dated January 31.  


Discussion took place regarding the concrete arch culvert and the concrete box culvert, with and without facades as listed in Mr. Connell’s report.  The project cost of the options was included in the discussion.  Project costs include permitting fees and engineering fees to procure the permits, going out to bid, management of the construction, etc.  Mr. Connell believes these are total costs to do these things.  Additionally, Mr. Connell showed some photos of what the concrete arch culvert looks like.  


Also discussed was the time frame for this project with Mr. Connell estimating possibly seven to eight months.  


Richard Lipinski, resident, asked about construction without the façade.  Mr. Connell said the structure will be built with concrete walls and then it can be left that way or covered with a façade.  Bonnie Williams, Elm Street, feels it is a waste of money putting a façade on this project.  MR. Thompson said that a lot of the area there was privately donated to the Township and Bucks County for zero dollars.  Mr. Thompson said the extra $10,000 for the façade to maintain that rural look is well worth the money.  Joyce Mangin, resident, asked about the weight of school busses and trash trucks on the Wilkinson Road bridge.  Mr. Connell said that the bridge will hold school busses, fire trucks, trash trucks, normal large vehicles will be able to use this.  
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Motion by Mr. Thompson to authorize CKS, Inc., Township Engineer, to move forward with the Wilkinson Road culver bridge replacement, box culver with façade project.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.

  
Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

(
OLD BUSINESS:


Country Club Knoll I – Homeowners’ Issues


John Gamble, Country Club Knoll, presented a video of swales and drainage situations in the development.  Mr. Gamble noted sitting water, four days after rains, in Phase I and Phase II. 

Mr. Gamble noted some back yards that are never dry.  Mr. Gamble also noted sub-standard fencing used by the builder which is falling apart.  Mr. Gambel feels that re-grading needs to be done or a storm drain needs to be put in.  Ms. Algeo suggested Mr. Gambel should take this presentation to the developer for discussion.     


Several residents are concerned with the inadequacy of the fences.  Sharon Fedele, Mignatti Co., is asking the Board if the fence issue will  hold up dedication of the project.  Ms. Algeo said yes, and urges that the residents and  the developer should continue dialogue.  


A resident asked if the township approved the drainage system of the development.  Ms. Algeo said yes, the Engineer reported that the original plan met our ordinance and our state requirements.  We don’t know what changed it, for instance if you change the swale slope or dirt is put somewhere that there shouldn’t be dirt, it is going to change something, in terms of runoff.  

Ms. Algeo said she agrees there should not be a river running on anyone’s property, but reminds that Warwick Township is built on clay and every one in the Township has water in their yard for six months of the year.    A resident asked if the development has been surveyed and if all the swales meet the proper requirements.  Ms. Algeo said yes, on the as-builts.      


Jason Bernstein, Country Club Knoll I, notes his basement has flooded three times during the past year.  Mr. Bernstein complains of so much sitting water and mosquitoes in the summer.  A resident, 1820 Tripp Ave., said he had problems, but worked it out with the builder, who has fixed his problem.  Several residents expressed disappointment with drainage in this development as well as the inferiority of the fences.   A resident spoke of hundreds of mosquitoes that fly into her home, because of the standing water.  Jeff D’Amico, resident, said he was not aware of the water concerns in Warwick Township, and stated that he had his rear property graded and re-graded five different times.  Mr. D’Amico said since his home is built on rock, there is no where for the water to go and his yard is constantly moist to the point of needing boots whenever in the yard.  Mr. D’Amico is asking if there is something that the developer should have done to prevent this problem.   


Ms. Algeo said the Township Engineer will be looking at this project again and urges the residents and the builder to continue talking and hope that we can get things to a satisfactory condition soon.   The Township cannot get involved with the homeowner’s situation, we can only be involved on public improvements.  Ms. Algeo explained that the Township is legally limited to how long we can hold the escrow money.
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(
NEW BUSINESS:


Photos – Discussion of Elm Street Complaint re: Roadway (exhibit)


Ms. Weniger summarized that we have a situation where an applicant was given zoning relief from the zoning hearing board and the house did not front to a roadway.  The zoning hearing board elected to grant the variance and did not require the construction of a roadway.  The Township has received complaints about the heavy trucks on the roadway doing damage to Elm Street.  Ms. Weniger explained that the zoning ordinance does not allow people to build if there is not frontage to a street.  We have not been successful in getting the requirement through to the zoning hearing board, and they grant variances.  Ms. Weniger is asking the Board of Supervisors if there is anything that the Township can do to limit the damage, noting that the Solicitor had touched on this matter earlier in the meeting, by requiring people to appear before the Board of Supervisors before going to the zoning hearing board.  


Ms. Weniger notes we do not have before pictures of Elm Street, prior to the building taking place, but invited the homeowners to describe what the problems are.  


Mrs. Williams, Elm Street, would like the Township to fix the potholes on Elm Street, which the Township had done in previous years.  Ms. Williams thought that this set a precedent and the Township should continue taking care of the street.


Ms. Weniger noted that the Township does not do private roads.  Ms. Algeo further explained that the previous road master, unbeknown to the Township, was doing things as favors and he was told that the Township does not fix private roads.    


Some residents were present and spoke of the damage to Elm Street.  A resident said he spoke with the person who is building the house and he seems agreeable to doing his part in repairing the road.    


There was discussion during which it was noted that Elm Street is a private road and the Township may do snow plowing after all Township roads are plowed.  If the Township would take Elm Street, residents would lose some property.  Ms. Weniger explained that if there is an accident on Elm Street, the Township would be liable because Elm Street is private property.  

Included in discussion was reference to a crushed pipe at Valley Road and Elm Street and it was noted that 40’ from the center of Valley Road will be repaired during the roadway project.  A resident said repair to the drainage ditches along Elm Street would be helpful.  Ms. Weniger reported that the Board of Supervisors tried to have the zoning hearing board require road work and that the decision of the zoning hearing cannot be overturned by the Board of Supervisors.      

(
PUBLIC COMMENT:
There was no public comment this evening.  

(
ADJOURNMENT:


The February 6, 2006, Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’ public meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,







Gail V. Weniger,








Township Manager/Secretary

These minutes were approved at the

Board of Supervisors’ meeting held:  March 6, 2006

