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WARWICK TOWNSHIP

Board of Supervisors’ Public Meeting Minutes

JANUARY 17, 2006

Members Present:
Judith A. Algeo, Chair







Edward P. Thompson, Vice Chairman






Bert Parrish, Member

Others Present:

Gail Weniger, Township Manager




Dave Connell, P.E., Township Engineer




Mary Eberle, Esq., Township Solicitor





Tom Scott, Assistant Manager




Linda Grant, Recording Secretary

(
CALL TO ORDER:
The Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’ January 17, 2006, public meeting, held at Warwick Township Administration Office, 1733 Township Greene, Jamison, PA., was called to order at 7:00 p.m., by Judith Algeo, Chair, who then led attendees in the pledge of allegiance.

· APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

December 19, 2005

January 3, 2006
Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve the Board of Supervisors’ public meeting minutes for December 19, 2005 and January 3, 2006, as submitted.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

· EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Chair Judith Algeo announced that the Board of Supervisors’ had met in executive session prior to this evening’s meeting to discuss matters of personnel.

· ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Gail Weniger, Township Manager, announced that Warwick Day 2006 is scheduled for September 9, 2006.

· CITIZENS’ COMMENT:  

There was no Citizens’ Comment this evening.
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· MANAGER’S REPORT:

Warwick Fire Company – Hurricane Katrina Donation (no exhibit)


Phil Ramos, President, Warwick Fire Company and Brian Dawicki, Fire Chief, Warwick Fire Company, presented a check in the amount of $500.00 as donation for the American Red Cross, Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund.  Mr. Ramos noted this is what the Fire Company received from a collection they held as an effort for the hurricane victims.


Ms. Weniger also noted that someone had dropped off $1.00 (one dollar) in the collection box in the Township lobby today, which will sent to the American Red Cross along with the Fire Company’s donation.


Resolution No. 2006-12 – Amending Mileage Reimbursement for Use of Personal Vehicle 

for Township Business (exhibit)


Ms. Weniger reported that at the first meeting of each year, the Board adopts a resolution stating the amount of mileage reimbursement for employees who use their personal vehicle for Township business.  Ms. Weniger said that lately the rate changes often due to fuel costs and this document will stop the need to adopt another resolution each time there is a change in the amount of reimbursement.  Resolution No. 2006-12 will simply state that mileage reimbursement will be automatically established by the rate of reimbursement authorized by the Internal Revenue Service.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to adopt Resolution No. 2006-12, Amending Mileage Reimbursement for Use of Personal Vehicle for Township Business, as established by the Internal Revenue Service.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Bill Payments – January 3, 2006 (exhibit)
	General Fund

check No. 11912 – 11965
	$        112,706.33



	Highway Aid Fund

check No. 2513 – 2522
	$           9,409.62

	Parks & Recreation Fund

check No. 3451 – 3452
	$              285.00

	
	

	
	

	Capital Projects Fund

check No. 870 – 873
	$           9,402.40

	                                                                          TOTAL
	$        131,803.35


January 17, 2006

page 3 of nine pages


Bill Payments – January 17, 2006 (exhibit)
	General Fund

check No. 11966 – 11999

check No. 12000 – 12031
	$        66,072.87



	Highway Aid Fund

NONE 
	$                0.00                 

	Parks & Recreation Fund

check No. 3453 – 3461
	$          5,945.89

	
	

	
	

	Capital Projects Fund

check No. 874 – 877
	$        32,240.86

	TOTAL
	$    104,259.62

	
	


Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Bill Payments for January 3, 2006 and January 17, 2006, subject to audit.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Treasurer’s Report – November 2005 (exhibit)

	  General Fund
	    $    3,537,947

	  Firehouse and Equipment
	679,434

	  Road Machinery Fund
	160,307

	  General Obligation / Sinking Fund
	522,918

	  Open Space Fund
	653

	  Capital Projects Fund
	896,826

	  Highway Aid Fund                                              
	47,135

	  Park and Recreation
	631,362

	  Capital Reserve
	555,229









Total
          $  7,031,811
Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Treasurer’s Report for November 2005, as prepared by Rose Christie, Finance Director, subject to audit.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.
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
Authorization to Participate in Legal Defense Fund for BCATO (exhibit)


Ms. Weniger presented a request for authorization for Warwick Township to participate in the legal defense fund for BCATO (Bucks County Association of Township Officials).  The money is used for issues that represent all of the Townships in the BCATO.  The request is for $100 donation.  

Motion by Mr. Thompson to authorize participation in the BCATO Legal Defense Fund, in the amount of $100.00.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Accept Resignations –

· William J. Mahoney from Water and Sewer Authority Board (exhibit)

· Algird J. Karalis from Elected Auditors (exhibit)


Ms. Weniger reported that Mr. Mahoney has given a lot of service to the Township, and Mr. Mahoney’s resume` is dated January 5, 2006.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to accept resignation of  William Mahoney from the Warwick Water and Sewer Authority.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Ms. Algeo wanted to acknowledge that Bill Mahoney did a fabulous job on the Water and Sewer Authority and always went 110% above and beyond what was asked of him and he will be missed.  We wish Mr. Mahoney well.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Ms. Weniger presented a letter of resignation from the Elected Auditors from Algird Karalis, dated January 5, 2006.  

Motion by Mr. Thompson to accept resignation of Algird Karalis from the Warwick Elected Auditors, dated January 5, 2006.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Wilkinson Road Bridge – Consideration of Action for Road Closure and Other 



Actions as Deemed Appropriate (exhibit)

Ms. Weniger noted the neighbors have been notified and also stated that the public works director is present for this matter.  
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Ralph Carp, public works director, stated that the Township received notification about structural concerns with the Wilkinson Road bridge.  Mr. Carp said we have consulted with CKS 

Engineers, Inc. and felt it was appropriate to close the bridge to traffic.  We also had a structural engineer come to look at the bridge.  Mr. Carp presented photos of the bridge, pointing out the structural deterioration.   Mr. Carp said estimates to fix the bridge are probably in the $200,000 to $250,000 range.  

  
Several residents from the area were present and one of them stated the he feels the bridge should be repaired because he believes we need to have something there.  Rich Meyer, another resident, stated that the bridge could be replaced with the same size that is there, that the bridge does not need to be larger.  Mr. Meyer also notes, if the bridge needs to be replaced, we would like to be able to keep the character of the bridge and not have something modern looking in its place.   


Herb Gery, Township Engineer, spoke of the permitting, which is fairly simple since it is for replacement.  DEP is looking at a general permit.  The size does not have to change, the same size or a bit larger, it would be looked at as maintenance rather than a new bridge.  


Mr. Thompson asked is we need to replace the bridge, specifically due to the land preservation in the area.  A resident said there is a lot of land preserved there and there is not a lot of traffic, but perhaps the money saved on paving Wilkinson Road could be used toward the repair of the bridge.  Mr. Brasko, a long time resident of the area also states that the bridge should be repaired.  Mr. Brasko states that there is only on access there and notes a possible need for an emergency vehicle.  Mr. Parrish would like this bridge to be included on the Spring Tour.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to start the engineering process for the bridge on Wilkinson Road, to consider a box culvert with architectural design.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Ms. Weniger states that we will come back with possibilities and costs for the bridge repair/replacement.  Mr.  Carp feels we may be able to have the project done by late summer.

(
ASSISTANT MANAGER’S REPORT:

Update - Country Club Knoll I Fence Issue  (exhibit)


Tom Scott updated the Board of Supervisors on the Country Club Knoll Fence Issue which was brought up homeowners at the December 19, 2005 public meeting.  Mr. Scott notes the zoning ordinance requires these houses to have fences because of the way they were developed.  The fences can be replaced and we can hold the developer accountable to secure the existing fence or replace them with new fence.   Mr. Scott feels this could be done as part of dedication or in the eighteen month maintenance bond.  


Mr. Thompson feels it should be done before we take dedication.


Karen Smith, Country Club Knoll I, homeowner, said the homeowners would like to see a high quality fence put in. 
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Mr. Scott said he would notify Ryan Builders and Main Street Group.


Ms. Fedele, Main Street Group, was present and suggested that we move forward to dedication.  The residents can remedy the situation with the builder.  Ms. Algeo notes it is better to have the fences replaced prior to dedication.  Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, further clarified that the Township’s agreement is with Main Street Group and if we have a problem we look to Main Street Group.  If Main Street Group has a problem with the builder, they will have to address the problem with the builder.

(
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 


Katz – Authorization to Provide Notice for Declaration of Default (no exhibit)


Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, said there are sidewalks that need to be installed along Almshouse Road.  There have been a number of meetings with the developer in requesting that the sidewalks be installed, at which the developer says they will get to it.  The developer has not installed the sidewalk.  Ms. Eberle is recommending sending a notice of default and then follow through with a declaration of default.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to authorize the Township Solicitor to proceed with the Notice Default and then Declaration of Default to Katz Builders, regarding the sidewalk on Almshouse Road.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Bass Development Agreement (exhibit)


Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, presented the Bass Development Agreement reporting that there is a cash escrow ($9,700.00) to the Township.  Ms. Eberle also reports that a $15,000 contribution was received for open space. 

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve the Bass Development Agreement, as presented by the Township Solicitor.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Evans Adjudication (exhibit)


Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, reported that at the last meeting we heard from an applicant who wanted to put a contractor use on York Road.  Ms. Eberle reported that per discussions with the Board members, she has prepared an adjudication with the appropriate conditions, as follows:

· applicant shall demonstrate compliance with all requirements of the zoning ordinance, including signage regulations;

January 17, 2006

page 7 of nine pages

· if deemed necessary by the zoning officer, applicant shall secure land development approval;

· applicant shall record a restriction against the property referencing this decision;


and requiring that no additional use other than the proposed use be located on the 
property;

· there will be no outside storage on the property, including the storage of construction vehicles.
Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Adjudication for Mr. Evans, as presented by the Township Solicitor.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

(
ENGINEER’S REPORT:


Country Club Knoll, Phase 1 – Dedication


Herb Gery, Township Engineer, notes this has already been dealt with this evening and has been tabled.


Deer Valley Subdivision (Paone) – Warrington Township (exhibit)


Mr. Gery notes this matter is in Warrington Township.  PennDOT is requiring the developer to widen a small portion of Bristol Road that will cross over into Warwick and the developer is asking Warwick Township to supply them with a letter acknowledgement of the widening.  Mr. Gery notes the amount of widening is insignificant.  


Ms. Algeo asked how paving a shoulder, that is currently grass, going to affect water coming in there.  Mr. Gery notes that would be handled by that developer.  Ms. Algeo asked is we can request that the shoulder to be paved on the Warwick Township side somehow be permeable so we do not end up with big puddles and icing.  Mr. Gery said Warwick could request it, but does not feel PennDOT would approve it.  

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve road widening to Bristol Road at Deer Valley subdivision in Warrington Township, as presented by the Township Engineer.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Nestle Wood Estates / Morrison Tract – Escrow Release No. 6 (exhibit)
Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Nestle Wood Estates / Morrison Tract – Escrow Release No. 6, in the amount of $17,275.25 (leaving a balance of $274,437.16), as presented by the Township Engineer.  

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.
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Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Stop 'N Stor  - Escrow Release No. 10 (exhibit)
Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Stop 'N Stor, Escrow Release No. 10, in the amount of $1,746.75 (leaving a balance of $57,174.61), as presented by the Township Engineer.  

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

(
OLD BUSINESS:


Mr. Parrish asked about a recent notification that came to us as a result of an accident at Bristol Road, and some light improvements.


Chief Costello spoke regarding a site meeting with Township officials, the Township Manager, the Roadmaster, Warminster’s Traffic Engineer, Representative O’Neill and Cindy Beck from Rep. O’Neill’s office.  This has to do with a congestion problem we are experiencing with Route 263, Old York Road and Bristol Road.  There was discussion regarding re-examining the timing on Route 263.  The traffic engineer from Warminster said they had already studied that area when they put in the Office Park in Hartsville and they would be willing to share that with our engineer.  Their manager was to contact our manager to coordinate a meeting.  This was looked into about eight years ago, and the project died.  Ms. Algeo suggested that the manager call Warminster.


Ms. Weniger states she has called Warminster several times and supposedly the plans are not updated yet.  Ms. Weniger points out that it is not known where this idea even started, whether Warminster Board of Supervisors said this is a project they want to do, or whether the person who is emailing us is saying “this is a project I want these two townships to do”.  Mr. Thompson recalls, six years ago that PennDOT wanted Warminster to do condemnation of the two homes there and Warminster did not want to do that.  


Ms. Algeo asked about the outstanding account (St. Cyril).  Ms. Eberle said we have completed the collection work.  Ms. Algeo said we should look at this in two weeks from now.

This matter tabled.

(
NEW BUSINESS:


Water and Sewer Authority Board Vacancy

Motion by Mr. Parrish to appoint Ed Thompson to the vacant position on the Water and Sewer Authority Board, position ending December 31, 2006.

Second to motion by Ms. Algeo.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.
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(
PUBLIC COMMENT:

(      Mr. McCarthy, Elected Auditor, suggested that the Board of Supervisors accept recommendations for a replacement auditor from the auditors.

(      
Mr. McCarthy reported that he received a phone call stating information from the Warwick Fire Company will be mailed to the auditors.  Mr. Thompson said they should also receive the information on the fire company’s move from the firehouse to Meyer Way.

(      Karen Smith, Country Club Knoll I, spoke of drainage issues and asked for clarification.  The Township Engineer is of the opinion that things were designed appropriately and per NPDES standards.  


Mr. Gery also notes it is typical to have open water because of federal requirements for drainage to be surface drainage rather than underground.  There has been some grading that was changed after the as-builts were approved.  Ms. Eberle notes that when our engineer goes out and inspects something, they are taking an objective look.  Ms. Smith said she has a running stream of water all the time except when it is frozen, it is constantly a wet environment.  

(      John Gamble, Country Club Knoll I, notes that homeowners at both ends of the development have some issues.


It was the consensus of the Board of Supervisors that this issue will be revisited.  
    

(      Chief Costello said that, per request of Country Club Knoll I homeowners, a sign survey has been performed, regarding “no outlet”,  “watch children signs” and “25 mph” signs.  This matter is now in the hands of the public works director and signs will be installed, as weather permits.  

(
ADJOURNMENT:


The January 17, 2006, Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’  public meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,







Gail V. Weniger,








Township Manager/Secretary

These minutes were approved at the

Board of Supervisors’ meeting held: February 6, 2006 
