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WARWICK TOWNSHIP

Board of Supervisors’ Public Work Session Meeting Minutes

Meeting held at the Moland House

JUNE 18, 2007

Members Present:
Judith A. Algeo, Esq., Chair




Edward P. Thompson, Vice Chairman




John Cox, Member



Others Present:

Gail Weniger, Township Manager




Mary Eberle, Esq., Township Solicitor




Linda Grant, Recording Secretary

(
CALL TO ORDER:


The Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’ June 4, 2007 public meeting, held at the Moland House, 1641 Old York Road, Jamison, PA., was called to order at 7:02 p.m., by Chair, Judith Algeo, who then led attendees in the pledge of allegiance.

(
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

June 4, 2007 public meeting minutes (exhibit)
Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve the minutes of June 4, 2007, as submitted.

Second to motion by Mr. Cox.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.  
(
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Chair Algeo reported that the Board of Supervisors’ had met in executive session prior to this evening’s meeting to discuss matters of personnel and matters of litigation.  

(
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   



Ms. Weniger announced that the Board of Supervisors will be on a summer schedule for July and August, meeting one time each month.

(
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:   There was no citizens’ comment.
(
MANAGER’S REPORT:   


Comprehensive Plan – Consideration for Adoption (exhibit)


Ms. Weniger introduced the plan, noting that the plan was duly circulated to surrounding communities for review as required by the MPC.  The communities which have reacted to the request provided written responses, which are enclosed in the packet.
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Lynn Bush, Bucks County Planning Commission, reviewed the process for updating the comprehensive plan and she distributed handouts which highlighted the main features of the plan.  Ms. Bush gave an overview of some goals outlined in the plan such as open space preservation, natural and cultural resources, etc.  Ms. Bush also noted that the Township has followed the previous comprehensive plan and displayed a map identifying some items such as stream corridors, and Rushland Road agricultural area a village center area, mixed use areas.


Mr. Thompson said this comprehensive plan is a well done document.  Mr. Thompson asked about a recommendation restricting further age restricted housing.  Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, said Warwick has to provide for a variety of housing types and currently provides age restricted housing.  Ms. Eberle clarified that age restricted housing in itself is not a zoning use.  Ms. Bush notes Warwick has already accommodated a lot of age restricted housing and would now have the basis to say no to more age restricted districts for the balance in the community.  Ms. Weniger shared that conversation during the process included the concern that planners have regarding what will become of the age restricted communities after the demographics change and the baby boomers are gone.  Ms. Eberle said that it has been said that age restricted housing is the tenements of the future.  Mr. Thompson asked for clarification of “reverse frontage setbacks”.  Ms. Bush explained that is for homes that the frontage faces an internal road and the back faces a busy street.    


Mr. Cox commented that we had great participation, citing the 25% response rate to the survey, and believes it is significant that the people in the Warwick community are interested.  Ms. Algeo remarked that the this two year project was worth every second of time spent.

Motion by Mr. Cox to approve the Warwick Township Comprehensive Plan.

Second to motion by Mr. Thompson.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously

Ms. Weniger announced that this document will be posted on the Township website as soon as it is available electronically to the Township.


Certificate of Appreciation – Chaya and Murray Gayman (exhibit)


Ms. Algeo presented a certificate of appreciation to Chaya and Murray Gayman for the work they have done for the Township and for responding to the requests for making frames, display cases, and providing other services willingly.  


Treasurer's Report - April 2007 (exhibit)

	  General Fund
	      $  3,385,406     

	  Firehouse and Equipment
	719,825

	  Road Machinery Fund
	131,949

	  General Obligation / Sinking Fund
	441,808

	  Open Space Fund
	25,374

	  Capital Projects Fund
	1,218,811

	  Highway Aid Fund                                              
	268,853

	  Park and Recreation
	419,361

	  Capital Reserve
	602,299









Total
      $      7,213,686
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Motion by Mr. Thompson to accept the April 2007 Treasurer’s Report, as prepared by Rose Christie, Finance Director, subject to audit.

Second to motion by Mr. Cox.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously

Bill Payments – June 18, 2007 (exhibit)

	General Fund

Check No.  14002 – 14053
	$          46,664.68

$            9,758.98

$              283.50

$             4,587.00

	Parks & Recreation Fund

Check No.  4040 – 4069
	

	Open Space Fund

Check No.  338
	

	Capital Projects Fund

Check No.  980 - 981
	

	Firehouse & Equipment Fund

Check No.  213
	$             9,900.00

	
	$         71,194.16

	                                                   TOTAL
	


Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Bill Payments for June 18, 2007, as presented, subject to audit.

Second to motion by Mr. Cox.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

(
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:   


Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, said the manager has been with the Township for a period over five (5) years and is presenting an agreement which reflects the Board of Supervisors’ discussions with Ms. Weniger regarding her compensation package and which also continues her employment with the Township and reaffirms her commitment to the Township.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Gail Weniger’s Township Manager employment agreement.

Second to motion by Mr. Cox.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Mr. Thompson asked about the term of the agreement.  Ms. Eberle explained there cannot be a term, the Township Manager is an employee “at will”.  
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(
ENGINEER’S REPORT:
There is no report this evening.


(
OLD BUSINESS:


(      
Mr. Thompson said that approximately two months ago, the trail plan was given to the Historical Society and they were to get back to the Township.  Mr. Thompson also said that the Township Engineer has been authorized to start the permit process PennDOT, or find out the requirements of PennDOT.  Murray Gayman showed the plan to the Supervisors.  Mr. Thompson explained that the trails are required to be 8 ft wide, although existing narrower trails are grandfathered.  The Board of Supervisor has requested copies of the trail plan from the Historical Society.      
(      Ms. Algeo said that there was a motion, to direct the solicitor to explore assets for the purpose of acquisition of the Water and Sewer Authority, on the floor from the last Board of Supervisors meeting and she would like to withdraw the motion.  Mr. Thompson reported that the matter of litigation behind the motion has been resolved.

(
NEW BUSINESS:
There was no new business this evening.

(
PUBLIC COMMENT:

(      Pat McCarty asked when the improvements on Watson Road are expected to be done.  Ms. Eberle said the Township Engineer may know, but there is nothing in any of our agreements that imposes a definite date.  


Mr. McCarty also noted there as another accident at Deer Run and York Roads.  Ms. Weniger said that we have contacted PennDOT regarding a traffic signal at that location, they have acknowledged receipt and we are now gathering the traffic records to supply to PennDOT.


Mr. McCarty spoke of the problems from Verizon putting in the fiber optics and the number of times their subcontractors have hit a gas line and is asking if there is some way we can keep a closer watch on their activities.  Ms. Weniger said there is a verbal cease and desist on that project and also spoke of investigating whether PECO is  doing their one-call markings incorrectly or whether the subcontractors are drilling incorrectly, or a combination of both.  Mr. McCarty is asking if we can go after them for costs.  Ms. Eberle said she believes there is an ordinance to that effect, and she will look into this.  Mr. Cox said there is a template on the haz-mat team, a certain amount for truck hours, man hours, etc.

(      Mr. Greenawald is asking who oversees stormwater runoff from developments.  Mr. Greenawald is referring specifically the Cutler developments, Estates at Dark Hollow and the Ridings.  Ms. Weniger said the Township Engineer oversees development in progress and the conservation district also monitors developments. Mr. Greenawald further described erosion problems above the Ridings as Warwick development and stated that problems had occurred with the earlier development across the street as well.  During the course of conversation, it was clarified that the erosion was actually on private property and not part of the development.


Mr. Greenawald also asked about the developer responsibility to look for artifacts while they are digging at the Heritage Creek Golf Course development.  Ms. Eberle said the Township Engineer is present, and if the developer sees an artifact, they would notify the museum commission.  There is a lot of work that gets done that is not observed and if someone finds an arrowhead and puts it in their pocket, that would be difficult to police.
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(      Dave Mullen spoke about the 3 way stop sign out here and the Chief’s concern but noted there is a 3 way stop sign in Ivyland so it is not very unusual.  Mr. Mullen also spoke of stormwater being routed to this side of York Road and it is coming through here under the driveway and coming closer.  We are concerned it may undermine the wall.  Ms. Weniger said we will have the Township Engineer take a look.  

(      Joanne Mullen asked if there are Township laws regarding ATVs and the noise generated from their use.  There was brief discussion noting there are not specific laws in Warwick Township relating to ATVs.  The offense was clarified as occurring on a private residential property.  Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, said there are disturbing the peace laws and if they are so loud that you cannot enjoy your property, then you can call the police. Ms. Mullen was advised to call the police immediately, as soon as the ATV noise starts.

(
ADJOURNMENT:

The June 18, 2007, Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’ public meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Gail V. Weniger,








Township Manager/Secretary

These minutes were approved at the

Board of Supervisors’ meeting held:  July 2, 2007

