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WARWICK TOWNSHIP

Board of Supervisors’ Public Meeting Minutes

SEPTEMBER 6, 2005

Members Present:
Edward P. Thompson, Vice Chairman






Bert Parrish, Member
Members Absent:
Judith A. Algeo, Esq., Chair

Others Present:

Gail Weniger, Township Manager




Dave Connell, Township Engineer




Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor




Tom Scott, Assistant Manager





Linda Grant, Recording Secretary

(
CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Thompson announced that Ms. Algeo would not be here this evening due to a death in the family.  

The Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’ September 6, 2005 public meeting, held at Warwick Township Administration Office, 1733 Township Greene, Jamison, PA., was called to order at 7:07 p.m., by Vice Chairman, Ed Thompson, who then led attendees in the pledge of allegiance.

(
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

August 8, 2005, Public Meeting Minutes (exhibit)


August 29, 2005, Public Meeting Minutes (exhibit)

Mr. Thompson made a motion to approve  Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’ August 8, 2005, Public Meeting Minutes and August 29, 2005, Public Meeting Minutes, as submitted.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.  

(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)

(
EXECUTIVE SESSION:


Vice Chairman Thompson announced that the Board held a brief executive session prior to this meeting to discuss some matters of litigation.
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(
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:

(      Bob Muller, Dark Hollow Road, asked if the Board has seen Taylor Oughton’s letter.


Mr. Thompson said he has not had time to read it, but will respond by the next meeting.  

(
MANAGER’S REPORT:


Guinea Lane Roof – Award Bid (exhibit)


Gail Weniger, Township Manager, reported that bids, for the roof at the public works building on Guinea Lane, were opened on August 30.  Ms. Weniger said that the public works director recommends awarding the bid to Eiseman Construction Company for replacement of the roof, noting that their references have been checked.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to award the Guinea Lane public works building roof replacement bid to Eiseman Construction Company at a cost of $17,815, as recommended by the public works director.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)


Exterior Wall Repair at Guinea Lane PW Facility – Award Bid (exhibit)


Ms. Weniger reported that we received 3 bids for repair of the exterior wall at the public works building and the public works director is recommending Mangan Masonry Restoration, Inc. at a cost of $56,865, pending verification of references.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to award the Guinea Lane Exterior Wall Repair bid to Mangan Masonry Restoration at a cost of $56,865, pending verification of references, as recommended by the public works director.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  Mr. Thompson explained the repair that is needed and further pointed out that the roof repair and wall repair will come out of the general fund.  


Ms. Weniger noted that we were unaware of the structural repair needed and therefore have gone over the $50,000 that was budgeted.  We need authorization from the Board to use 

reserve money from budget reserves to pay the difference which would be approximately $22,000.



Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)

Motion by Mr. Thompson to supplement the budgeted amount for construction, at the public works building, out of the reserve funds in the approximate amount of $25,000.
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Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)


Trail Repair – Award Bid (exhibit)

Ms. Weniger presented the Parks & Rec. director’s recommendation, for trail repairs at Dark Hollow Park and surrounding areas, to award the bid to S & H Landscaping Contractors, at a cost of $24,473.00.


Mr. Parrish asked if this was coming out of reserve or park funds.  Ms. Weniger noted that this was budgeted in the trail repair budget.  Ms. Weniger also noted this bid came in under what was estimated, which was $50,000.


Motion by Mr. Thompson to award the trail repair bid to S & H Landscaping Contractors at a cost of $24,473, as recommended by the Parks and Recreation director.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)


Ms. Weniger reported to those in attendance that there are four dead trees by Dark Hollow Park that will be coming down Thursday and it may require closing that entrance to the park until the work is done.

Grant – Discussion of Possibilities (exhibit)

Ms. Weniger reported that we have an opportunity to apply for the 2006 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG).  Ms. Weniger noted that we could apply for more work on the public works building, we could apply for trail work, or enhancing the PECO trail.  The Warwick Township Historical Society has asked if they could have the grant application to complete the 

interior finishes in the Moland House and to solve the moisture and drainage problems in the cellar around the outside of the house.  




Mr. Parrish asked how much is estimated in repairs for public works and the amount of the grant, if available.  Ms. Weniger said there is the stucco, soffits and lighting to be addressed, which may be around $80,00.


Mr. Thompson feels we should apply for the grant to address the PECO trails system because this is more accessible to the public and that it is the responsibility of the Township to maintain the public works building.  Mr. Thompson asked Ms. Weniger to telephone Ms. Algeo for her opinion of this CDBG.
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
Resolution No. 2005-33 – Master Casting Agreement (exhibit)

Ms. Weniger explained that this agreement is through PennDOT and the Master Casting Agreement allows for the incorporation of the utility casting adjustment into PennDOT paving projects.  The theory is that we would get a better price if we incorporate our work with theirs.  This resolution allows us to sign the agreement.


Dave Connell, Township Engineer, further clarified that if PennDOT comes in and  repaves its road, the utility in the road is not PennDOT’s responsibility.  If there is a sewer/manhole cover, a water valve box, etc., it has to be raised.  The raising of it would be the owner’s responsibility.  Ms. Weniger noted that the Water and Sewer Authority does have this agreement with PennDOT and they said that it works well.  

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Resolution No. 2005-33 – Master Casting Agreement with PennDOT.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)


DROP Ordinance Draft – Authorization to Distribute for Review (exhibit)

Ms. Weniger reported that the Police Department asked if the Board would consider having a Drop program, which is Deferred Retirement Option Program.  DROP allows an officer to retire for pension purposes, and the pension money would be kept in a separate fund for a certain date that would be specified.  Ms. Weniger is asking for authorization to distribute the document for review.


After brief discussion, during which it was noted there would be no Township administrative cost, Mr. Thompson and Mr. Parrish authorized distribution of the DROP Ordinance Draft for review.  



Bill Payments -
August 22, 2005 (exhibit)

	General Fund

check No. 11438 – 11481
	$        85,266.48

	
	

	Highway Aid Fund

check No. 2449 – 2454

	2,670.60

	Parks & Recreation Fund
	

	check No. 3294 – 3319
	16,529.39

	
	

	


	

	Open Space Fund

check No. 304
	2,125.00

	
Firehouse & Equipment Fund

check No. 194
	12,072.00

	                       TOTAL
	$ 172,367.63



Bill Payments -
September 6, 2005 (exhibit)

	General Fund

check No. 11482 – 11520
	$        88,148.71

	
	

	Highway Aid Fund

check No. 2455 – 2464

	2,766.61

	Parks & Recreation Fund
	

	check No. 3320 – 3343
	26,189.17

	
	

	Capital Projects Fund

check No. 828

	3,976.00

	                                                        TOTAL
	$ 121,080.49


Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Bill Payments for August 22, 2005 and September 6, 2005, subject to audit.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)




Treasurer’s Report – July 2005 (exhibit)


For the month of July 2005, revenue outpaced expenditures by $182,859.

Real Estate Transfers posted $52,867, Earned Income Taxes posted $69,803 and Building Permits posted $40,939.

Fund balances for July 2005 are as follows, subject to audit:
	  General Fund
	$4,217,726

	  Firehouse and Equipment
	706,430

	  Road Machinery Fund
	154,206

	  General Obligation / Sinking Fund
	1,947,348

	  Open Space Fund
	112,544

	  Capital Projects Fund
	277,754

	  Highway Aid Fund                                              
	217,930

	  Park and Recreation
	663,061

	  Capital Reserve
	623,160
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Total
            $8,920,159
Motion by Mr. Thompson to accept the Treasurer’s Report for July 2005, as prepared by Rose Christie, subject to audit.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)


Request to start a Township Relief Fund for Hurricane Victims (no exhibit)

Ms. Weniger is asking if the Board of Supervisors are in favor of starting a Hurricane Relief Fund for the  Hurricane Katrina Victims along with the Warwick Fire Company.  We would be collecting checks made payable to the American Red Cross, with a designation for Hurricane Katrina Victims noted on the checks.  Ms. Weniger is also suggesting that any of the money we may make at Warwick Day be presented to the American Red Cross to help the hurricane victims. 


Mr. Thompson and Mr. Parrish have no objection to the hurricane relief fund.

(
PLANNING/ZONING REPORT:


Dovidio Lot Line Change – Consolidation (exhibit)

Tom Scott, Planning/Zoning Director, introduced the Dovidio Lot Line change, located at Harmony and Jackaway to consolidate three existing lots into two, thereby creating one lot with an existing dwelling unit and one lot to be developed with a single family, detached dwelling.


Jack Leapson, TEI Consulting Engineers, and Mr. Dovidio were present for this project.  Mr. Leapson described the proposal.  




Dave Connell, Township Engineer, reported that applicant has addressed all minor issues and noted one of two remaining issues are road widening on Jackaway.  The other issue is an encroachment where the adjacent property owner has built his house on Mr. Dovidio’s property.  


There was discussion as to the width and condition of Jackaway road, as well as the required road improvements.  Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, noted that off-site improvement is defined as any improvement not abutting the property or on property that is adjacent and needed for access.  Mr. Thompson spoke of the paper street at the rear of the lot.  Regarding the encroachment, Mr. Dovidio notes that he will enter an agreement with that property owner.  Setbacks were also included in discussion.  Additionally, there was discussion of how paving/widening will be done with applicant noting the least impact on the environment, trees, etc.  Paving of the street will be done on top of existing stone.  Mr. Connell noted that whether the road will be 15’ or 24’ wide, the road will fit in the right of way and it does not necessarily have to be centered.      

Motion by Mr. Thompson to grant Dovidio minor subdivision Preliminary/Final Approval, subject to:



1. CKS letter, dated July 14, 2005;


2. zoning department letter, dated August 2, 2005;


3. special projects coordinator memo, dated July 5, 2005;


4. width of paper road, at back side of the lot, is to be shown on plan;
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  5. show right-of-ways on plan;


  6. road width in front of the property will be 15’ and from the property line 


toward Harmony will be paved to match the existing condition;


Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)


Cutler Group ACT 537 Amendment (Ridings@Warwick) - Resolution No. 2005-34 (exhibit)


Tom Scott, Planning/Zoning Director, explained that the Board had previously adopted a resolution to file with DEP, which was filed.  Horizon Engineering is requesting a subsequent resolution due to a date on the Bucks County Planning Commission.  


Trevor Smith, Horizon Engineering, explained that there were a few minor issues brought up by the County.  Dave Connell, Township Engineer, further explained that this is an amendment to a sewerage planning document and in no way amends the plan.    

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Resolution No. 2005-34, amended sewage plan module, for the Ridings at Warwick.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.

  
Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)




Warwick Office Park (formerly Commonwydds II) Presentation of proposed plan changes 
(exhibit)

Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, noted that Herb Sudfeld, applicant attorney, is here to present plan changes.  Ms. Eberle explained that the Board of Supervisors had granted preliminary approval and conditional use approval of this plan.  Both of those approvals were appealed by the Yakimenkos because of issues they had with the detention basin.  Both of those appeals are pending before the Court of Common Pleas in Bucks County and there have been negotiations between the parties, Mr. Henry and the Yakimenkos, toward a resolution of those outstanding appeals.  Because the Township approved the plan and also granted conditional use, the Township would have to agree to any settlement that the parties want to enter into.  This plan reflects plan changes which would be satisfactory to both Mr. Henry and to the Yakimenkos and would effectuate a settlement of the land use appeals.  Ms. Eberle noted there is a stipulation in front of the Board, which the parties have signed and are asking the Board for input as to whether they agree with those provisions.  


Ms. Eberle also notes we have received an application from Mr. Meyer to expand the mini-storage facility toward the back of his property and that would necessitate the elimination of the detention basin on his property, which is also a component of the settlement.  Ms. Eberle asked Mr. Meyer is he is still willing to work with the Township on the conditions that were imposed as part of his conditional use application, and which has to be worked out before the Board could sign the stipulation.  Mr. Meyer responded yes.  
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Ms. Weniger notes that there are residents from Fairway drive who had expressed some concerns about tree removal, buffering, wooded areas, etc..  Now that the plan is changing, these residents have been invited to see these changes.  


Mr. Sudfeld explained what has been worked toward as an acceptable solution.  Mr. Sudfeld said a main point was the location of the detention basin and location of the outfall, what it looked like, and how close it was to the Yakimenko’s property.  Mr. Sudfeld noted the detention basin and outfall have been moved as requested by Mrs. Yaimenko.  Mr. Sudfeld said calculations for this project were done with the thought that Mr. Meyer’s basin was going away at some time in the future.  


Applicant made application on July 27 for easement to PECO.  PECO has approved the request and will draft an easement agreement.


Mr. Sudfeld said he is not asking for plan approval tonight, he is asking for approval of the terms of the stipulation.  Mr. Sudfeld explained the changes on the plan and addressed the stipulation item by item.  Mr. Sudfeld said that when the basin was moved, we took out one building.  We have changed building square footage to make up for the building that was taken out.  The largest is 11,000 sq. ft. which is the furthest away from any of the residences.   Mr. Sudfeld spoke about the alignment of Kendarbren Drive.  


Lengthy discussion took place which included such items as the stipulation,  landscaping and trees, basin location, size and responsibility for maintenance, common open space,  size and number of buildings, common open space, lighting, etc.


Mr. Thompson said he has a problem with item 6C of the stipulation.  Regarding change in building sizes, Mr. Thompson reminded that applicant came in with a plan and if applicant had to lose a building, that is their problem.




Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, noted the Board cannot approve this stipulation tonight, all that we can do is get some direction on things the Board has concerns with, which has been done this evening.  Ms. Eberle states she needs to discuss things with Mr. VanLuvanee and also will need to talk with Mr. Sudfeld.  Ms. Eberle noted that Mr. Meyer’s mini storage will interface with this project.  The Township will have separate concerns about that.  We need to make sure the conditions we impose as his conditional use, which is also on appeal, are not adversely or unreasonably affected.


Mr. Thompson invited public comment


Greg Mester, Fairway Drive, asked how water goes from the Meyer detention basin to the new detention basin.  Mr. Connell explained that the existing detention basin has a discharge pipe that takes water.  Now that discharge pipe runs to the new basin rather than being detained and managed.



Jeannine Daniel, Fairway Drive, asked about traffic flow to the back of the property.  Mr. Sudfeld showed the traffic flow on the plan. 


Charlene Watts, Fairway Drive, asked if this plan would cause more water flow onto her property.   Dave Connell, Township Engineer, explained that the Ms. Watt’s property is upstream and that the water drains away from Ms. Watt’s property.


Ms. Daniel also asked about lighting on the property, noting that the DVI building dimmed the lights at a certain time in the evening.  Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor said that issue could be addressed in the stipulation.  
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Ms. Eberle notes the issue of how the Board feels about the size and number of buildings needs to be resolved.  Mr. Sudfeld will submit before and after drawings for each of the buildings for Mr. Thompson to review.  Mr. Thompson noted that the height of the parking lot lights should be lowered.  Mr. Sudfeld will look at lower lights, 10 to 12 feet, and note they are to be dimmed at 10:00 p.m.  Ms. Eberle will talk with Mr. VanLuvanee and see what can done to incorporate comments from this evening into to the stipulation.  

(
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:


Littering Ordinance – Authorization to Distribute Draft for Review (exhibit)


Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, said that the Board had asked her to review the littering ordinance and make sure it is as good as it can be.  The draft prohibits littering, not just in public rights of way as the current ordinance does, but also on private property and all publicly owned property, events outside of streets and rights of way, and provides for a $1,000 fine.  

Motion by Mr. Thompson to authorize the Solicitor to advertise the Littering Ordinance.
Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.

  
Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)




Drive-through Canopy Ordinance – Authorize Distribution of Draft for Review (exhibit)

Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, said this ordinance amends the convenience store with fuel pump options to provide some standards for canopies.  There is a maximum of 22 ft. in height and that the lighting is to be recessed and no bare fixtures can be shown. It has to be a pitched roof.  Also in this ordinance pharmacies with drive-through windows are now permitted in all commercial districts.  Ms. Eberle is requesting authorization to distribute the draft ordinance to the Bucks County and local planning commissions.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve distribution of the Drive-through Canopy Ordinance draft, as requested by the Township Solicitor.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.

  
Vice Chairman Thompson invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.
Motion passed.
(E. Thompson, B. Parrish – in favor; J. Algeo – absent)
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(
ENGINEER’S REPORT:


Yorktown Manor Plan Change Requests (exhibit)


Dave Connell, Township Engineer, is reporting that Yorktown Manor is ready for dedication except for one section of sidewalk that was not installed.  Mr. Connell is neutral on the issue, there is no compelling reason for the sidewalk.  Mr. Connell suggests that unless one of the Board members sees a need for the sidewalk to be installed, the project is complete.  


After brief discussion, the consensus is that there is no need for the sidewalk.  Mr. Connell will send a memo to the Manager declaring that Yorktown Manor is complete and all escrows will be released.

(
OLD BUSINESS:


There was no old business to discuss.

(
NEW BUSINESS:


Mr. Parrish spoke of cars parked on both sides of Meyer Way on Sunday night.  Mr. Parrish feels we should look at “No Parking” signs on at least one side of the street.

After some discussion it was determined that there is no need at this time to consider no parking signs on one side of Meyer Way.

(
ADJOURNMENT:


The September 6, 2005, Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’ public meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m.















Respectfully submitted,







Gail V. Weniger,








Township Manager/Secretary

These minutes were approved at the

Board of Supervisors’ meeting held:  October 3, 2005
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