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WARWICK TOWNSHIP

Board of Supervisors’ Budget Work Session Public Meeting Minutes

NOVEMBER 21, 2005

Members Present:
Judith A. Algeo, Esq., Chair




Edward P. Thompson, Vice Chairman






Cuthbert Parrish, Member
Others Present:

Gail Weniger, Township Manager




Dave Connell, Township Engineer




Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor




Tom Scott, Assistant Manager




Linda Grant, Recording Secretary

(
CALL TO ORDER:


The Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’  November 21, 2005 public meeting, held at Warwick Township Administration Office, 1733 Township Greene, Jamison, PA., was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chair Algeo, who then led attendees in the pledge of allegiance.   

(
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


November 7, 2005 (exhibit)

Motion by Mr. Parrish to approve the November 7, 2005 Board of Supervisors’ public meeting minutes, as submitted.

Second to motion by Mr. Thompson.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

(
ANNOUNCEMENTS:


 Ms. Algeo announced that the Township Administrative Offices will be closed on Thursday, November 23 and Friday, November 24 for the Thanksgiving Holiday.
(
EXECUTIVE SESSION:


Ms. Algeo announced that the Board of Supervisors had met in Executive Session prior to this evening’s meeting to discuss matters of litigation, open space, and personnel.
(
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:

(
John Koutsourous, Watson Road, talked about the widening of Rushland Road.  Mr. Kousourous is asking that the Board consider a speed bump to slow the increased traffic because of the development that is coming in.   


Denise Lannon, Watson Road, said the road is not wide enough for cars to go in both directions and they do not slow down for others to pass.  
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Ms. Algeo suggested that Mr. Koutsourous follow up with Mr. Scott, since he is the Zoning Director.  

(      Joe Gable, 1125 Maxwell, asked how much open space Warwick has set aside and what  percentage of the Township does it equal.  Ms. Weniger said that information is contained in the budget presentation she is doing this evening.


Mr. Gable asked if Warwick has considered increasing the membership of the Board of Supervisors.  Ms. Algeo said we have three because the Township has never taken steps to increase the size of the membership.  Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, explained that every municipality with a three member board has the option available to them to increase the size of the board if so desired.  

(
MANAGER’S REPORT:


Presentation 2006 Draft Budget (exhibit)


Gail Weniger, Township Manager, displayed a power point presentation outlining the 2006 draft budget.  The presentation included the 2005 goals that were listed and the status of those goals.  At the conclusion of the presentation, Ms. Weniger noted total tax increase per residential property in Warwick will be about $70.00.  Ms. Algeo commented that item 409.453, capital projects, should read $80,000, not $100,000. 


Larry Veal, resident, asked about basin maintenance and Kevin Keane, resident asked who is responsible after dedication.  Dave Connell, Township Engineer, explained that if it is a Township owned basin, the Township is responsible.  If the basin is owned by a homeowners association, they then would be responsible.  Mr. Connell said that the typical maintenance period is one and one half years after dedication, which does not mean after it was built.


Ms. Algeo complimented the  manager and staff on an excellent job with the budget.  Ms. Algeo also said that we are not anxious to raise taxes, but it is necessary to pay for the open space preservation and continue to provide services.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to authorize advertisement of the draft 2006 budget, to be considered for adoption at the December 19, 2005 public meeting.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Fee Schedule (no exhibit)


Ms. Weniger said that the fee schedule goes along with the budget and that at the first meeting of each year, the Board adopts a fee schedule.  Ms. Weniger listed the recommended amendments, such as increasing developer fees for land development.  Also, Parks and Recreation is recommending fees for field use, advertising in the newsletter and website space.  


Dan Sharapan, Parks and Recreation Director, is recommending additional fees for the 2006 Township Fee Schedule:  

· charging businesses for advertisement on our website, the options would be a yearly fee, a five year, fee a ten year fee and a lifetime fee.    

· advertisements in the Township newsletter which will help cover increased costs for producing the newsletter.
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· charges for field/facilities use to cover some expenses like mowing and maintenance with amounts for groups of over 30 to be charged $100/month, teams, etc.


Tom Scott, Zoning Director/Assistant Manager, described his recommend changes in land development fees for 2006:

· Preliminary Plan:  $5,000 for up to 50 lots with an additional $200 for each


additional ten (10) lots or part thereof;

· Final Plan: $5,000 for up to 50 lots with an additional for each additional ten lots or 



part thereof;

· Preliminary / Final for Minor Subdivisions:  $1,000;
· Sketch Plan:  $1,000.


Mr. Wolf asked what the fees are currently.  Mr. Scott said the current fees are approximately 35 to 50% of what we are proposing.  Mr. Wolf feels the increase is high for residents, while a developer can handle the increase.


The Board members are in consensus to add the recommended fee schedule changes into the fee schedule 2006 draft.


Appointment to Planning Commission Vacancy – Joseph Costello


Ms. Algeo notes the Board has received a letter of interest from Joe Costello to be appointed to the Planning Commission position left vacant by Dennis Cleary, which term will expire December 2006.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to appoint Joe Costello to the Planning Commission vacancy, term to expire December 2006.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Bill Payments – November 21, 2005 (exhibit)

	General Fund

check No. 11743 – 11807
	$        95,664.50

	
	

	Highway Aid Fund

check No. 2491 – 2499


	8,175.63

	Parks & Recreation Fund

check No. 3422 – 3432
	4,785.11

	
	

	
	

	Capital Projects Fund

check No. 848 – 858
	8,302.63

	Open Space  Fund

check No. 307

	45.000

	
 TOTAL
	$ 117,377.87


Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve November 21, 2005 bill payments, subject to audit.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.


Park Board Recommendations – Lights at Community Park (exhibit)

Dan Sharapan, Parks and Recreation Director, presented Park Board recommendations, as follows:

· there was a unanimous motion by the Parks and Recreation Board members to install 

coin-operated timers for the hockey rink lights, based on the price of installation and the effect it would have on the bulbs.  


Mr. Thompson reminded that the lights were turned off because of vandalism, language, etc., not because of expense.  Mr. Thompson said he would like to try the lights on again, but only until 7:30 p.m., as a trial during the winter months.  If there are problems, we will turn them off again.  Mr. Parrish agrees with Mr. Thompson, pointing out that there are 5 residents whose back yards face that rink.  

· there was a unanimous motion by the Parks and Recreation Board members to change 

the timer on the basketball court lights immediately so that the lights would come on at 5:00 p.m. and go off at 8:30 p.m. from the time period of November to March.  Also, during extreme weather, the lights should be turned off completely at the discretion of the Parks and Recreation  Director.


Mr. Thompson feels that we should leave the lights as they are, because during nice weather this is where boys will come and play.  Mr. Parrish has concerns with the timers being set properly.  


The consensus of the Board is that the lights be left on for the basketball courts.  

(
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:


Consider Adoption of DROP Ordinance, No. 2005-08



Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, reported that this Ordinance has been advertised and is presented this evening for adoption by the Board of Supervisors.  Ms. Eberle explained this ordinance amends the police pension plan to allow officers who have reached normal retirement age to elect to collect pension payments in a deferment account, which would accrue to their benefit, while they continue working for the Township.

Motion by Mr. Thompson to adopt the DROP Ordinance, No. 2005-08, as presented by the Township Solicitor.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.
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(
ENGINEER’S REPORT:


  Cavanaugh Tract Escrow Release No. 11 (exhibit)

 Dave Connell, Township Engineer, presented Cavanaugh Tract, Escrow Release No. 11, in the amount of $5,600.00.  


Kevin Keane, Ashton Reserve, voiced concerns regarding basin expansion to accept Nestlewood stormwater, and stated he is not clear on what the plan is.


Ms. Algeo recalls that the developer was required to get signatures from the residents in the Ashton Reserve Development.  Dave Connell, Township Engineer, explained the developer is required to do certain things, and he has to fund it with escrow.  When he had completed those things, he has the right to ask for an escrow release, which is what is going on here this evening.  That project is not dedicated yet, this is not releasing all the money and there is still money left in escrow to help us to ensure the development is completed correctly.  Mr. Connell notes Mr. Keane’s concern is unrelated to this project.  The enlargement of the basin is being handled in a separate fashion.  


Mary Eberle, Township Solicitor, said she has requested to see a chronology which shows the easement allowing the water to come from Borgeson into Cavanaugh, and was executed prior to the time you bought your house or any of the signatures of everyone who bought their house before that easement was executed, which was August 5, 2005.    


Larry Veal, resident, asked if there is a Township code for requirement of standing water.  Mr. Scott said the code does not address that issue.  


Mr. Connell explained that the permanent condition and the temporary basin, during construction, are different.  During the construction process, water stands much longer.  After development, when grass is growing that’s not so terribly important.  Mr. Veal asked about mosquito infestation with the standing water.  Mr. Connell explained that we used to have basins clean out quickly, but now, the NPDES likes things to be naturalized and they like standing water.  Mr. Connell said it is not yet known how to balance the two.  Ms. Eberle points out that the state currently requires us to have basins allow for recharge of water, which means more standing water in the bottom.  

Motion by Mr. Thompson to approve Cavanaugh Tract, Escrow Release No. 11, in the amount of $ 5,600, (leaving a balance of $54,918.83), as presented by the Township Engineer.

Second to motion by Mr. Parrish.


Chair Algeo invited comment or discussion.  There being none, the vote was called.

Motion passed unanimously.

(
OLD BUSINESS:


Warwick Office Park – Discussion of Roadway Link to Commonwydds and Light 



Specifications (exhibit)


Ms. Algeo reported that we here tonight to clarify the issue of what was the decision made about light sizes, in terms of the height of the poles in this new development, and what was the final decision on the roadway link between Commonwydds I and the Warwick Office Park.
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Herb Sudfeld, Attorney for applicant, displayed a plan, dated September 26, 2005, and spoke of changes from the beginning of the plan and noted that Commonwydds agreed to one egress point only.  Mr. Sudfeld said that in the conditional use approval, the Board required two entrances.  Mr. Sudfeld said that he thought this was cleared up months ago, when the Board agreed to one entrance and we would investigate another.  We have investigated.  There is a fifteen foot egress only, and we have discussed some widening a little bit to get a truck there.  


Mr. Thompson said that he thought that we agreed on one way, but in the future, applicant would at his cost, add the other entrance if it ever came about.  Mr. Sudfeld said applicant is giving  Commonwydds an easement (24’) onto Kendarbren for ingress and egress, and Commonwydds will, if they think it’s a good idea in the future, put it in at their cost.  Mr. Sudfeld said this will be clearly marked on the plan.


Ms. Eberle clarified that this plan shows one fifteen foot wide exit at the post office, which will be widened to allow for UPS, Fed Ex type trucks, where it connects from the post office parking lot and where it connects to Kendarbren.  Mr. Sudfeld indicated signage.  Mr. Connell reminded that the action letter condition requiring the other entrance and exit becomes not applicable.  Ms. Eberle referred to her action letter, dated April 15, 2005.  Applicant will comply with signage.  Mr. Connell notes that the lights are correct, the problem was that the writing on the plan was illegible.


Ms. Eberle notes there are still problems with easements she received on Friday and the problems will have to be resolved before this can be finalized.  Ms. Eberle also notes that the Township has never expressed an intention to take dedication of Kendarbren Drive.  The Township will not allow another party, the shopping center owners, to be signatories on an escrow agreement with applicant.  


Mr. Connell points out that the plan has substantially changed since the Board of Supervisors’ approval.  Mr. Connell noted changes to the roadway configuration of Kendarbren drive, elimination of a detention basin at the back of the mini warehouses, changes to the basin itself, changes to the basins discharge in the PECO easement.  Ms. Eberle notes Mr. Sudfeld will probably have to re-execute easements and should start talking with people. 


Mr. Sudfeld spoke of a last minute memo at the Planning Commission meeting regarding two or three items.  Mr. Sudfeld specifically noted the looped water line requested in the memo, and stated that applicant cannot do that.  Mr. Sudfeld said applicant can agree to the LED light as requested in the staff memo.  Ms. Algeo said that staff and the planning commission has made recommendations but is not ready to respond this evening since the documents have not been seen by the Board of Supervisors.  


Mr. Thompson initiated discussion of the tight roadway.  Mr. Thompson asked about the berm and the trees.  Applicant will put buffering back in front of the mini storage.  Mr. Henry is hoping to be able to finish this process so that he can get things done.      


School Road Update


Mr. Thompson asked for an update on School Road.  Ms. Weniger said there was some upgrade to the road.  It is not improved to the point of a new overlay.  Ms. Weniger said the PennDOT overlay will not happen until 2007, and because of that we will do a painting treatment for the lines that need refreshing.      
(
NEW BUSINESS:  There was no new business to discuss.
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(
PUBLIC COMMENT:


Kevin Wolf, Colony Road, complimented Paul, Ted and Charlie of the public works department for the culvert replacement on Colony Road.

(
ADJOURNMENT:


The November 21, 2005, Warwick Township Board of Supervisors’ public meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.








Respectfully submitted.








Gail V. Weniger,








Township Manager/Secretary

These minutes were approved at the

Board of Supervisor’ meeting held:     December 5, 2005
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